
 

 

Y.D.P. Workshop – Kilgarvin Angus, Athlone, 07.07.2017 

The Kilgarvin Angus herd of Colin Duffy in Fardrum, Athlone, Co. 

Westmeath was host to the first Y.D.P. workshop for 2017. Although 2017 

saw Colins first venture into the world of Angus showing and selling – 

after his success with his bulls Kilgarvin Nutty and Kilgarvin Nixon at the 

Spring bull sales in Carrick on Shannon – the Duffy family are well 

seasoned showmen. Indeed, his father Sean is well known in pedigree 

sheep circles with countless accolades won for his Galway sheep including 

several All Ireland titles. The love of pedigrees clearly rubbed off on Colin 

and after years of working with predominantly Charolais and Shorthorn 

commercials, he took the plunge and bought his first pedigree Angus in 

May 2011, Cloonanagh Petulia, a Bohey Jasper daughter. Slowly but surely 

more jet black ladies arrived on the farm. Over the last six years Colin 

developed his knowledge of the breed and credits the A.I. sires 

Luddenmore Fionn, Friarstown Ideal Pete, Netherton Fleurs Legacy and 

Anyho Rossiter Eric for positively influencing his herd and producing the 

hardy, easy fleshed, docile cattle he likes. His herd sire, Towra Keith, a 

Coneyisland Legend son, is stamping his progeny well and the calves have 

exceptional hair and bone to them.  



 

Figure 1: Colin and his bull Kilgarvin Nixon at Carrick on Shannon picking up rosettes on his first 
outing 

 



 

 

Figure 2: 3 generations of the Duffy family with the All Ireland Ewe Lamb Champions at 
Mountbellew show in 1989 

The event kickstarted with a presentation on the breed standard for an 

Angus animal, led by renowned judges Bernard Kerins of Kerins Angus 

and Anthony Scanlon of Owenmore Angus, both in Co. Sligo. Both are 

respected Angus breeders consistently taking the top prizes at summer 

shows and achieving top prices at the society sales for their pedigree 

males and females. Following the presentation, the crowd of over 80 

Angus enthusiasts, young and old, were tasked with judging classes of 

cows, heifers, bull calves and heifer calves as well as guessing the weight 

of one of the cows.  

 

 

 

 



 

Figure 3: Kilgarvin Angus stock bull, 4 year old Towra Keith - an exceptional CYI son 

 

Figure 4: Judge Bernard Kerins addressing the eager crowd with the breed standards for an Angus animal 



 

 

 

Whilst the results of the stock judging were being totted up, the crowd enjoyed 

refreshments whilst listening to our speakers.   

 

Y.D.P. member and 2013 All Ireland Showmanship Awards senior section winner, 

Glenn Patterson, of Drumkilty Angus spoke to the crowd on his experiences as a 

young member and how he got started with breeding and showing pedigree Angus 

and what tips and advice he had for the young members. Glenn gave a very 

encouraging and practical presentation to the attendees with a take home message of 

hard work and enthusiasm being pivotal to their success as breeders.  

Three students from Scoil Mhuire in Strokestown attended the event and spoke to the 

crowd about their project for the Certified Irish Angus Beef  Schools Competition. 

Students from five schools across the country receive five Irish Angus cross calves each 

year at the National Ploughing Championships in September which they will raise 

through to slaughter in 2019 in conjunction with their Leaving Certificate Agricultural 

Science projects. This presentation certainly piqued the interest from the commercial 

breeders in attendance keen to learn more about the project and to both offer advice 

to the students raising the calves as well as ask them more about how they will go 

about getting them to slaughter weight. Students from Rice College, Westport, Co. 

Mayo also attended the event 



 

Figure 5: Rice College, Westport, students with Michael Flanagan and Progressive Genetics Rep. 



 

Figure 6: Students of the Certified Angus Beef Schools Project from Rice College, Westport and Scoil Mhuire, 
Strokestown at the event 

Jim Dockery of Towra Angus led a practical demonstration on halter making ably 

assisted by his sons who were no strangers to the job. The crowd were then tasked 

with making their own halters from scratch with prizes being awarded for the best 

halters.  

After the speakers and the practical halter making session, the crowd reassembled for 

the prize giving. It was heartening to see so many young people score extremely highly 

in the stock judging with several under 18 participants coming close to matching the 

judges placements perfectly. After the results were announced, Bernard Kerins went 

back through each of the 4 judging classes giving his reasons for placement, an 

exercise that the audience listened eagerly to his explanations.  

The crowd remained strong throughout the evening with a great atmosphere and 

competitive spirit in the judging task. We wish to thank the Duffy family for putting 

together such an enjoyable event and for the top quality stock on display. It was 

certainly a difficult task to judge the animals as all were terrific examples of pedigree 

Angus stock. 



This event would not have been possible without the extremely generous sponsors 

who kindly donated prizes for our competitions. We wish to thank Bova A.I., Alison 

Beattie – Farm Wardrobe, Keirnan Milling, Progressive Genetics, Agri Express, Celtic 

Roots, Natural Stockcare, Rohan Agri and Mega Show Supplies.  

 

PRIZE WINNERS 

UNDER 13 STOCK JUDGING 

1ST - RACHEL DOCKERY, TOWRA, SHINRONE, CO. OFFALY 

(COLLECTED BY HER BROTHER RONAN) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2ND - MARK DUFFY, ATHLONE, CO. WESTMEATH 

 



3RD - RIOGHAN DUFFY, ATHLONE, CO. WESTMEATH 

 

UNDER 18 STOCK JUDGING 

1ST - DYLAN DOCKERY, TOWRA, SHINRONE, CO. OFFALY  



 

 

2ND - AARON MURPHY, ATHLONE, CO. WESTMEATH  

 



3RD - SEAN DUFFY, ATHLONE, CO. WESTMEATH  

 

UNDER 25 STOCK JUDGING 



1ST - KATE TREACY, AUGHRIM, CO. GALWAY  

 

2ND - GLENN PATTERSON, KILTYCOOLEY, DRUM, CO. SLIGO 

 



3RD - IAN MULLIGAN, DROMOD, CO. LEITRIM  

 

SENIOR STOCK JUDGING 



1ST - ANTHONY DOCKERY, ELPHIN, CO. ROSCOMMON 

 

2ND - MARIA MURPHY, ATHLONE, CO. WESTMEATH  



 
3RD - EUGENE BOLAND SNR, ATHLONE, CO. WESTMEATH 

 



GUESS THE WEIGHT OF THE COW 

SENIOR SECTION - CHRISTOPHER O CONNOR, ELPHIN, CO. ROSCOMMON 

 

JUNIOR SECTION - CIARAN CALVEY, SCOIL MHUIRE, STROKESTOWN, CO. 

ROSCOMMON 

 



HALTER MAKING 

SENIOR SECTION - IAN MULLIGAN, DROMOD, CO. LEITRIM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JUNIOR SECTION - KATIE BURKE, ATHENRY, CO. GALWAY  

 

PRESENTATION TO MASTER JUDGES 

BERNARD KERINS - KERINS ANGUS, ANTHONY SCANLON, OWENMORE ANGUS  

 



PRESENTATION TO HOSTS – DUFFY FAMILY, KILGARVIN ANGUS 

 

Duffy Family with Y.D.P. committee members Felicity McGrath, Oliver Flanagan and Gavin 

Conlon 

Various Images 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 


